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Likewise, Yunker’s son is worried, but also 

excited for his mother. Joe Yunker, an emer-
gency medical technician in Jessamine 
County, said he knows that being a Peace 
Corps volunteer is one of his mother’s life 
dreams. He’s heard about it since he was 11. 

‘‘My mom can do anything,’’ he said.∑ 

f 

‘‘SAINT’’ RITA 

∑ Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, ear-
lier this month, the Burlington Free 
Press chose for its 1999 Vermonter of 
the Year, a woman who is widely recog-
nized as the guardian angel of the 
homeless in Vermont, Rita Markley. 
For as long as I have known her, Rita 
has been a passionate, articulate, and 
very vocal advocate for our most needy 
residents. She has raised awareness 
that even in Vermont, there are people 
without a roof over their heads, and 
most importantly, that these people 
have names, and faces, and that many 
of them are children. They could not 
have a better defender. I would like to 
have printed in the RECORD the text of 
the Burlington Free Press article an-
nouncing the selection of Rita as 
Vermonter of the Year, and offer my 
congratulations and sincere thanks to 
our very own ‘‘Saint’’ Rita Markley. I 
ask that the article be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The article reads as follows:
[From the Burlington Free Press, Jan. 1, 

2000] 

COTS DIRECTOR IS OUR VERMONTER OF THE 
YEAR 

(By Stephen Kieman) 

They are the problem the world’s richest 
country pretends it doesn’t have. Curled up 
in doorways, or killing time on street cor-
ners, they are the vision more fortunate 
Vermonters have learned to look past. 

In a booming economy, they are the bust. 
Amid records on Wall Street, they sleep on 
Main Street. 

They are the homeless. And Rita Markley 
does not look past them. She does not pre-
tend they do not exist. Most of all, she does 
not stop believing in them. 

As director of the Committee on Tem-
porary Shelter, the largest program for help-
ing homeless people in Vermont, Markley 
provides them with shelter, and then a way 
up. 

For her exemplary advocacy on behalf of 
homeless people, for her unstinting attention 
to an urgent social issue, and for her success 
in building a more aware and compassionate 
community, Rita Markley is The Burlington 
Free Press Editorial Board’s choice for 
Vermonter of the Year. 

A NEW PROBLEM 

COTS began providing shelter on Christ-
mas Eve, 1982. Homelessness in Vermont is 
that recent a phenomenon. Last year more 
than 4,000 Vermonters lacked housing at 
some point. Most of them turned to COTS. 

In 1999, COTS provided 10,723 bed nights to 
people who otherwise would have slept in a 
car or on the street. COTS also gave shelter 
to nearly 300 families—including 534 chil-
dren.

Indeed one of Markley’s achievements has 
been educating Vermonters about who home-
less people are. Granted, some are the both-
ersome substance abusers who elicit little 

sympathy, but that is a shrinking propor-
tion. 

Many homeless people are veterans. Many 
are victims of the national trend to close 
mental hospitals and other institutions, who 
have not subsequently received sufficient 
community services. 

Mostly, the homeless are people that 
Vermonters in good homes interact with all 
the time—at restaurants, at cash registers, 
in hotels. Though this work formerly paid 
enough to support people, today a full-time 
job is no guarantee of a place to live. 

Of the families who needed COTS last year, 
half had at least one person working. Yet 
wages at entry level jobs have fallen so far 
behind the cost of living in Vermont, the 
number of homeless families has quadrupled 
in only four years. 

Meanwhile the federal government, which 
used to build affordable housing units by the 
tens of thousands, has stopped. Urban re-
newal programs have demolished low-income 
housing, worsening the supply shortage. 

Housing development has focused on high-
er priced homes; the state’s median house 
selling price rose 20 percent this decade, 
placing a solution farther out of reach. 

The Clinton administration has responded 
by expanding rental assistance money. But 
in Vermont, roughly 1,000 people eligible for 
these funds face a major obstacle: no eligible 
apartments available. Burlington has it 
worst, with a vacancy rate near zero. 

MORE THAN SHELTER 
Markley came to COTS as a part-timer 

who wanted to write fiction. Now she is a 
full-time champion of people who otherwise 
would not have a voice—or a place to go. 

COTS offers much more than a meal and a 
bed, though. It provides a continuum of serv-
ices: health care, child care, job training, 
coaching for interviews, help with school, 
summer programs for children, mental 
health counseling, and on and on. For those 
who strive, these programs are a strong lad-
der into good housing and greater opportuni-
ties. 

Most importantly, COTS offers its clients 
hope—that they can escape dependency and 
attain self-sufficiency. ‘‘Rita believes in the 
resourcefulness of the human spirit,’’ said 
United Way executive director Gretchen 
Morse. ‘‘She never falters on that.’’

It works. Seventy percent of the people 
who complete COTS’ training programs have 
a job and stable housing a year later. A new 
effort to link apartment hunters with land-
lords who accept federal subsidies has found 
40 individuals and 60 families a place to 
live—even in this no-vacancy market. 

COTS has therefore earned the national ac-
colades that have poured in from advocacy 
groups and the U.S. Department of Housing. 

COMPASSION, ABILITY 
With so serious a problem affecting so vital 

a need of a population growing so quickly, 
you might expect their strongest advocate to 
be strident or self-righteous. In Markley’s 
case, a better description would be jokester 
chocaholic. 

Yes, she is capable of speaking with pas-
sion at COTS’ annual candlelight vigil. Yes, 
she is articulate in the Statehouse and be-
fore community leaders. And yes, sometimes 
she is angry about Washington’s indifference 
to the people who are not sharing in the na-
tion’s prosperity. 

But Markley uses irreverent humor to pro-
tect her from the sometimes grimness of her 
task, and to thwart burnout. She is quick to 
praise others, and effusive in her thanks. 

As a result she has made homelessness 
something Vermonters cannot ignore. Some 

180 businesses support COTS financially or 
with in-kind services. Some 1,500 Vermonters 
walk for COTS each May. That means 
Markley is helping cultivate compassion 
across the community, a good deed that ex-
tends far beyond the mission of COTS. 

It also means COTS has steadily dimin-
ished its reliance on government’s help, now 
receiving two-thirds of it’s funding from 
other sources. Services are not tailored to 
the eligibility requirements of some grant, 
but to what a homeless person actually 
needs. 

Markley draws on a wealth of skills in her 
work. Sometimes she is the passionate advo-
cate. Sometimes she is the skilled policy 
wonk. Sometimes she is the light-hearted 
comic who brings chocolate to a potentially 
controversial meeting. 

Sister Lucille Bonvouloir, a founder of 
COTS, tells a story that reveals a seemingly 
bottomless reservoir of compassion and abil-
ity. A woman came into COTS in the 1980’s 
and no one could communicate with her. Ev-
eryone wondered why the woman would not 
speak. Then Markley entered the room, and 
in a matter of minutes they had struck up a 
lively conversation. 

In Russian.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO THE EMPLOYEES OF 
CATERPILLAR 

∑ Mr. COVERDELL. Madam President, 
every once in awhile, we are reminded 
that all the important issues we are 
working on pale in comparison to the 
countless acts of charity and compas-
sion that occur all across America on a 
daily basis. I want to recount for my 
colleagues one such act, which oc-
curred in my home state of Georgia, 
appropriately enough, during the holi-
day season—an act that puts a human 
face on the compassion that is innate 
in the American people. 

A.J. Bentley III, 31⁄2 years old, is a 
constituent of mine who is dying of 
brain cancer. While A.J.’s prognosis 
looks bleak, the disease has not taken 
away his passion and fascination with 
tractors, farm and earth moving equip-
ment—the kind which Georgia is 
blessed to have plenty. Upon learning 
of A.J.’s terminal illness, our office 
contacted the good people at Cater-
pillar to see what they could do to lift 
the spirits of a dying boy and his fam-
ily. Caterpillar reacted without hesi-
tation and pulled out all of the stops. 
First, Caterpillar offered to have A.J. 
tour their plant in Peoria, Illinois so 
he could see first hand how all the 
equipment was built and how it 
worked. Unfortunately, A.J.’s medical 
condition prevented him from being 
able to fly to Illinois. Plan ‘‘B’’ was to 
have A.J. visit the Forest Products Di-
vision of Caterpillar in LaGrange, 
Georgia. On the day his dream would 
be fulfilled, A.J. was not feeling well 
and unable to make the 1 hour drive to 
LaGrange. Undeterred, the people of 
Caterpillar would not let A.J.’s illness 
keep them from fulfilling his dream. 
Because everyone at the LaGrange 
plant wanted a chance to help, there 
was a lottery that day in LaGrange. 
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The grand prize was the chance to 
drive to A.J.’s hometown of 
Thomaston, Georgia and make his 
dream come true in person. The lucky 
few saw first-hand the joy of a young 
boy, decked out in his Caterpillar hat 
and playing on his new Caterpillar 
equipment that he loves so much. As 
the group was leaving to return to La-
Grange, A.J. waved good-bye, then 
with a burst of energy proclaimed ‘‘this 
is the best day of my life’’. All who 
helped make this possible, I know, feel 
their own happiness that words could 
never adequately express. 

There are days when all we seem to 
hear about is how people have become 
so self-absorbed in their own lives. I 
offer this example as a case in point of 
the compassion and good will that ex-
ists in LaGrange, in Georgia, and all 
across this Nation—people who are 
making a difference on a daily basis—
one child, one American at a time. I sa-
lute the people of Caterpillar and I am 
humbled by their act of kindness. I 
know I speak for all of us when I say, 
A.J. has touched all of our hearts and 
he and his family will always be in our 
thoughts and prayers.∑
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TRIBUTE TO DR. M. GAZI 
YASARGIL 

∑ Mrs. LINCOLN. Madam President, I 
rise today to pay tribute to the 
achievements of a distinguished mem-
ber of the Arkansas medical commu-
nity. Dr. M. Gazi Yasargil is recognized 
worldwide for his work in the field of 
neurosurgery and we in Arkansas are 
fortunate to benefit from his talents. 
Dr. Yasargil’s contributions to his field 
were recently acclaimed when Neuro-
surgery, the official journal of the Con-
gress of Neurological Surgeons, recog-
nized him as ‘‘The Man of the Cen-
tury.’’ This honor acknowledges Dr. 
Yasargil’s significant impact on the 
field of neurosurgery in the second half 
of the 20th century. 

Professor Yasargil received his med-
ical degree from the University of 
Basel, Switzerland, in 1950. Following 
his residency in neuroanatomy, psychi-
atry and neurology, internal medicine 
and general surgery, he began his 
training in neurosurgery in 1953 with 
Professor H. Krayenbuhl at the Univer-
sity Hospital, Zurich. 

During the first decade of his career 
Professor Yasargil was involved with 
the development of cerebral 
angiography, publishing two mono-
graphs with his teacher, Professor H. 
Krayenbuhl. He introduced stereotactic 
surgery and high-frequency coagula-
tion technique into Switzerland and 
operated on 800 patients for movement 
disorders. Additionally, Yasargil rou-
tinely performed all types of conven-
tional neurosurgical procedures on 
both children and adults. Professor 
Yasargil spent 14 months in 1965–66 
with Professor RMP Donaghy, in the 

Neurosurgical Department, University 
of Burlington, Vermont, where he 
learned microsurgical techniques in 
the animal laboratory, and developed 
microvascular surgery of brain arteries 
in animals. Upon his return to Zurich 
he began to apply the microtechnique 
to the entire field of neurosurgery. He 
developed the counter balanced oper-
ating microscope and numerous micro-
surgical instruments and vascular 
clips; he pioneered microsurgical ap-
proaches and treatments for occluded 
brain arteries, intracranial aneurysms, 
AVMs, caveronmas, and extrinsic and 
intrinsic tumors of the brain and spinal 
cord, in 7000 adults and 400 children. 
His surgical experiences have been pub-
lished in 330 papers. The six volume 
publication Microneurosurgery is the 
comprehensive review of his broad ex-
periences. 

In 1973, Professor Yasargil became 
Chairman and Director of the Depart-
ment of Neurosurgery, University Hos-
pital, Zurich, until his retirement in 
1993. He was President of the 
Neurosurgical Society of Switzerland 
1973–75. Professor Yasargil has been 
awarded with honorary medical degrees 
by the Universities of Ankara and 
Istanbul in Turkey, also with honorary 
citizenship of Austin, Texas, and 
Urgup, Turkey, and honorary member-
ship in 15 international medical soci-
eties. Professor Yasargil has received 
major awards and prizes including the 
highly regarded Marcel Benoit Prize 
from the Swiss Federal Government in 
1975, Medal of Honor of the University 
of Naples, Italy, in 1988, Gold Medal of 
the World Federation of Neurological 
Societies in 1997, and he was honored as 
‘‘Neurosurgeon of the Century’’ by the 
Brazilian Neurosurgical Society in 
1998. 

In 1994 Professor Yasargil accepted 
an appointment as Professor of Neuro-
surgery at the University of Arkansas 
for Medical Sciences (UAMS) in Little 
Rock where today he is active in the 
practice of microneurosurgery, re-
search, and teaching. At UAMS, Dr. 
Yasargil has consistently provided su-
perior treatment and care, attracting 
patients from all over the world. At the 
same time, he has continued to guide 
ground-breaking research initiatives 
and develop innovative surgical proce-
dures. 

Madam President, I take great pride 
in recognizing Dr. Yasargil’s contribu-
tions to the quality of the lives of so 
many people in my home state and oth-
ers around the world. I am equally 
proud of the quality care and cutting 
edge medical service the people at the 
University of Arkansas Medical 
Sciences provide so that Dr. Yasargil 
can share his talents. UAMS has been 
the state’s primary source for 
healthcare education, biomedical and 
biotechnology research and clinical 
care for more than 100 years. The qual-
ity work and service that UAMS and 

Dr. Yasargil continue to provide should 
be a great source of pride for Arkan-
sans.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO C.M. NEWTON 

∑ Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I rise today to pay tribute to my friend 
and fellow Kentuckian C.M. Newton on 
the occasion of his retirement as Ath-
letics Director at the University of 
Kentucky. 

C.M. Newton has made contributions 
to the University that are as great in 
number as they are significant in ac-
complishment in his 11 years as Wild-
cats Athletics Director. The positive 
changes and improvements he imple-
mented over the years culminate into 
an unmatched legacy of excellence for 
C.M. and for the entire University of 
Kentucky community. 

C.M.’s involvement with the Wildcats 
began long before his tenure as Ath-
letics Director. He attended U.K. and 
received a bachelor’s degree in 1952, 
and earned a masters degree in 1957. 
During his undergraduate years, C.M. 
played on the Wildcats basketball team 
and lettered on their 1951 NCAA cham-
pionship team. He also pitched for the 
U.K. baseball team, and played quar-
terback for a Wildcats intramural foot-
ball team. 

In the years between his graduation 
from the University of Kentucky and 
his return in 1989, C.M. began his pro-
fessional career in athletics. While 
serving in the Air Force in 1953, C.M. 
held his first official leadership posi-
tion in athletics as the athletic officer 
for Andrews Air Force Base in Wash-
ington, D.C. He served as head basket-
ball coach with Transylvania Univer-
sity, the University of Alabama, and 
Vanderbilt University, with a lifetime 
coaching record of 509 wins and 375 
losses. He also served as Assistant 
Commissioner for the Southeastern 
Conference (SEC). C.M. approached 
these positions of leadership with a 
vigor, integrity, and enthusiasm that 
the world of sports took notice of by 
naming him Associated Press South-
eastern Conference Coach of the Year 
in 1972, 1976, 1988 and 1989 and United 
Press International SEC Coach of the 
Year in 1972, 1978, and 1988. 

C.M. also achieved a number of other 
honors, including membership on the 
Board of Directors of the National As-
sociation of Basketball Coaches, Chair-
man of the NCAA Basketball Rules 
Committee, Vice President and Presi-
dent of USA Basketball, Chairman of 
the USA Basketball Games Committee, 
membership in the NCAA Division I 
Basketball Committee, Chairman of 
the NCAA Basketball Officiating Com-
mittee, and membership on the FIBA 
Central Board. 

It was with this vast list of accom-
plishments and honors that C.M. chose 
to return to the University of Ken-
tucky on April 1, 1989. C.M. hit the 
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